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LEADERSHIP AWARD GOES TO UM STUDENT FROM BILLINGS 
MISSOULA-
Svein Newman, a senior in political science at The University of Montana from Billings, 
is the recipient of UM’s spring 2009 Outstanding Student Leadership Award.
The award is presented each spring and fall semester by the University’s Center for 
Leadership Development to students who strive to make UM a better place to live, learn and 
grow through their ethical, creative leadership excellence.
Newman was nominated for the award by Professor Casey Charles, chair o f UM’s 
English department, for his leadership efforts in the areas of service and diversity. He 
participated in the Sweat Free Campaign of the Students for Economic and Social Justice, broke 
gender barriers by working with UM ’s Women’s Resource Center and petitioned to get the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program coverage initiative on the ballot.
The award was presented to Newman, who will graduate from UM this year, during the 
University’s spring Student Recognition Ceremony. He is a 2005 graduate of Billings Senior 
High School and the son of Barbara Newman of Tacoma, Wash.
Eight other UM students who were nominated for the award this semester also were 
recognized for their outstanding leadership at the spring ceremony. They are Tina Brown, 
Elizabeth Fullerton, Torrence Gustafson, Gregory Miller, Sandi Nelson, Sarah Seltzer, Cori 
Solonar-Kong and Mandela Leola van Eeden.
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